
April 2, 2018 
 
The Honorable Charles Grassley 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 
United States Senate 
135 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
Ranking Member, Senate Judiciary Committee 
United States Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
Re: Nomination of Mark J. Bennett to be a United States Circuit Judge for the 

Ninth Circuit 
 
Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Feinstein: 
 
We, the attorneys and support staff of the Hawaii Department of the Attorney 
General, write in strong support of Mark J. Bennett’s nomination as a United States 
Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit.1  Mr. Bennett will be an ideal judge, not solely 
because he is brilliant, but because he will be prepared, will attentively listen and 
consider all arguments, and will give all parties their true day in court.  
 
We were privileged to work with Mr. Bennett while he served as Hawaii’s 
Attorney General from 2003-2010.  From the start, we recognized that he relished 
the opportunity to take his career in a different path, to provide public service in 
his work for the people of Hawaii.  As Attorney General, Mr. Bennett managed the 
largest law firm in the state efficiently and effectively.  The Department is 
responsible for advising all three branches of government on the legal implications, 
risks, and responsibilities relating to broad-ranging topics such as procurement, 
retirement benefits, finance, commerce and consumer affairs, criminal prosecution, 
Medicaid enforcement, antitrust, employment and labor, health and human 
services, education, land use, child and family support and services, transportation 
functions, tax and charities, civil rights, and complex and tort litigation.  Mr. 
Bennett thrived on the challenge.  We witnessed first-hand his keen ability to 

                                                           
1 We support Mark in our individual, personal capacities and not on behalf of the Hawaii Department of 
the Attorney General. 



evaluate complex matters and immediately identify critical issues, to decisively yet 
fairly resolve conflicts and problems, and to masterfully juggle multiple 
responsibilities without allowing any one issue to suffer – all of this while 
following the highest of ethical standards.  Mr. Bennett raised the bar for the 
Department, challenged us and led by example.  
 
But Mr. Bennett not only provided us with the model, he also willingly shared his 
knowledge and abilities and served as a patient and generous mentor.  He 
collaborated with and provided valuable support, and even got down in the 
trenches and personally litigated cases.  Under his leadership and tutelage, we 
became better lawyers and government servants. 
 
We wholeheartedly believe that Mr. Bennett, as he was for our Department, will be 
a valued addition to the Court.  We strongly urge his confirmation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Russell A. Suzuki    /s/ Dana O. Viola 
Attorney General Special Assistant to the  
       Attorney General 
 
/s/ Ardis L. Arakaki    /s/ Aaron Joyce 
Assistant to the Attorney General  Assistant to the Special Assistant 
 
/s/ Tammy R. Abiva     /s/ Margaret Ahn     
Tax Division     Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Charleen Aina     /s/ Jennifer Bishop 
Senior Deputy Attorney General  Supervisor, HCJDC   
 
/s/ Ferdinand A. Blancaflor   /s/ Edward Bohlen 
Legal Assistant     Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Steve A. Bumanglag    /s/ Haunani Burns 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Lori L. Cadiam     /s/ Michael A. Chambrella 
Investigations Division    Deputy Attorney General 
      
 



/s/ Kristie C. Chang    /s/ Sandra A. Ching 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Nolan Chock     /s/ Robyn B. Chun   
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Maria C. Cook     /s/ Valta Albert Cook II 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ David D. Day     /s/ Matthew S. Dvonch 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
  
/s/ Julie Y. Ebato     /s/ Diane Erickson 
Administrator, CPJAD    Deputy Attorney General 
     
/s/ Elaine Estabillo     /s/ Blair Goto 
Division Secretary     Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Kimberly T. Guidry    /s/ James E. Halvorson 
Deputy Solicitor General    Supervising Attorney General 
 
/s/ Daniel Y. Hanagami    /s/ Thomas K. Hee 
Chief Special Agent    Investigator, CSEA 
 
/s/ Kathleen Ho     /s/ Earl R Hoke, Jr.  
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Colette L. Honda    /s/ Caron Inagaki 
Deputy Attorney General    Supervising Deputy Attorney General  
 
/s/ Lisa M. Itomura    /s/ Robert Jahier 
Deputy Attorney General    CFCA, Digital Analyst 
 
/s/ Hugh R. Jones     /s/ Donna H. Kalama 
Senior Deputy Attorney General  Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Stella M. Kam     /s/ Lynn K. Kashiwabara   
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General  
 
 



/s/ Maurice S. Kato    /s/ Laurie H. Kauleinamoku  
Supervising Deputy Attorney General  Legal Assistant 
 
/s/ Jeffrey A. Keating    /s/ Laura Y. Kim-Nugent 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Rodney I. Kimura    /s/ Stephen R. Kornegay 
Deputy Attorney General    Supervising Special Agent 
 
/s/ Valri L. Kunimoto    /s/ Gwendolyn L. Kurahara 
Deputy Attorney General    Legal Assistant, OCSH 
 
/s/ Robyn M. Kuwabe    /s/ Colin J. Lau 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Michael Q.Y. Lau    /s/ Michael T. Lee 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Jon Christian Liu    /s/ Frances E. Lum 
Human Resources Specialist   Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Gina M. Lum     /s/ Deirdre Marie-Iha 
Legal Secretary     Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ David T. Moore     /s/ Kris Murakami 
Administrative Services Manager  Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Landon M. M. Murata    /s/ Nelson Y. Nabeta 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Jill T. Nagamine    /s/ James C. Paige 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Candace J. Park     /s/ Mike Parrish 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Paul A. Perrone     /s/ Michelle M.L. Puu 
Chief of Research and Statistics   Deputy Attorney General 
 
 



/s/ James R. Rouse     /s/ Boyd Sakai 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Chief Special Agent 
 
/s/ Fortunata J. Sambo    /s/ Gary K. Senaga 
Family Support Branch    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Holly T. Shikada    /s/ Howard H. Shiroma  
Supervising Deputy Attorney General  Deputy Attorney General 
  
/s/ Josephine J. Silva    /s/ Richard W. Stacey 
CSEA Office Assistant IV   Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Gary S. Suganuma     /s/ Erin N. Sugita     
Supervising Deputy Attorney General  Supervisor, OCSH/ODR    
 
/s/ Diane K. Taira     /s/ Kevin K. Takata    
Supervising Deputy Attorney General  Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Victoria J. Takayesu Hamilton  /s/ Tammy D.E. Tam 
Branch Manager, CSEA    Legal Assistant 
 
/s/ Staci I. Teruya     /s/ Richard H. Thomason 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Erin K.S. Torres    /s/ Janine R. Udui     
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General    
 
/s/ Gwen M. Valparaiso    /s/ Johnna J. Vegas 
Legal Assistant     Legal Secretary 
 
/s/ Michael S. Vincent    /s/ Lori H. Wada 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General  Deputy Attorney General 

 
/s/ Clyde J. Wadsworth    /s/ Roger Washiashi    
Solicitor General     Legal Assistant 
 
/s/ Nalani P. Wilson-Ku    /s/ Susan Y. N. Won    
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
 



/s/ Bill J. Wynhoff     /s/ Erin L. S. Yamashiro 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General  Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Li-Ann Yamashiro    /s/ Jodi Kimura Yi 
Deputy Attorney General    Deputy Attorney General 
 
/s/ Christopher D. W. Young   /s/ Kory W. Young 
Administrator, HCJDC    Deputy Attorney General 
 


