
 

February 24, 2012 

Red Tape Review 

Last week, Senate Republicans introduced two Resolutions of Disapproval under the Congressional 
Review Act to fight back against burdensome and costly regulations.  

Senator Mike Enzi’s, S.J. Res. 36, would stop the National Labor Relations Board’s (NRLB) new 
ambush election rules; and, Senator Jim Inhofe’s, S.J. Res. 37, would overturn the EPA’s Utility MACT 
rule. 
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Overview 
 
NLRB’s “Ambush Election” Rule 

• On February 3, 2012, the NRLB published a Final Rule on election case procedures, 
better known as the “quickie” or “ambush” elections rule.  

• The new rule greatly shortens the time period between when a party files a petition for 
union representation and an election.  

• Shortening the election period has long been a goal of organized labor in order to prevent 
an employer from effectively explaining his position to employees to achieve one goal: 
bolster falling union membership. 
 

Utility MACT Rule 

• The Environmental Protection Agency published the Utility MACT rule on February 16, 
2012.  

• EPA estimates the costs of Utility MACT to be $9.6 billion, meaning the cost of the rule 
exceeds the benefits by between 1,600 and 19,200 to 1.  

• Numerous officials, including the North American Electric Reliability Corporation 
(NERC), state public utility commissioners, and grid operators, believe Utility MACT 
and other EPA rules threaten electric reliability. 
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